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PLUS! Dinner Short Courses on Monday April 13th & Wednesday April 15th evening

Targeting Transcription 
Factors & Regulators

Covalent & Induced 
Proximity-Based Drugs

RNA-Modulating Small 
Molecule Drugs

Generative AI & 
Predictive Modeling

Drug Exposure 
at the Target

APRIL 13, 2026

Degraders & Molecular 
Glues - Part 1

Fragment-Based 
Drug Discovery

Emerging Technologies 
for Discovery Chemistry

AI/ML for Early Drug 
Discovery - Part 1

Oral & Macrocyclic 
Peptides - Part 1

APRIL 14 - 15, 2026

Degraders & Molecular 
Glues - Part 2

Oral & Macrocyclic 
Peptides - Part 2

AI/ML for Early Drug 
Discovery - Part 2

APRIL 15 - 16, 2026

DNA-Encoded Libraries

Targeting Protein-Protein 
Interaction

TODAY!Reserve 
Your Spot

PLENARY KEYNOTES
Charting the Evolution & Future 
of Targeted Protein Degradation: 
From Fundamental Mechanisms to 
Translational Impact
Alessio Ciulli, PhD 
Professor, Chemical & Structural Biology and 
Director of the Centre for Targeted Protein 
Degradation, University of Dundee

Directed and Random Walks 
in Chemical Space
Brian K Shoichet, PhD
Professor & Chair, Pharmaceutical Chemistry
University of California San Francisco (UCSF)
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TRACK-HOPPING

CONFERENCE-AT-A-GLANCE

At Drug Discovery Chemistry, 
“track-hopping” is encouraged! 

While you curate your personalized agenda, your registration 
unlocks the entire program. For the best value—and to 
tailor the experience to your research—choose a Premium 
registration. You’ll get access to all 10 conferences, your pick of 
1 symposium or training seminar, 2 short courses, networking 
events, and 1 year of on-demand access to every session.

DINNER SHORT COURSES* APRIL 13 & 15, 2026 
TOWN & COUNTRY RESORT | SAN DIEGO, CA

*Premium or Separate Registration Required | Short courses take place in-person only DrugDiscoveryChemistry.com | 3

PLENARY PANEL: 

Insights from 
Venture Capitalists 

THURSDAY, APRIL 16TH, 12:40 PM

APRIL 13 – CONCURRENT SYMPOSIA & TRAINING SEMINAR APRIL 14-15 – CONCURRENT CONFERENCES APRIL 15-16 - CONCURRENT CONFERENCES

S1: Targeting Transcription Factors & Regulators
S2: Covalent & Induced Proximity-Based Drugs
S3: RNA-Modulating Small Molecule Drugs
S4: Generative AI & Predictive Modeling
TS: Drug Exposure at the Target: The Role of ADME and 
Pharmacokinetics (In-Person Only)

C1A: Degraders & Molecular Glues – Part 1
C2A: Fragment-Based Drug Discovery
C3A: Emerging Technologies for Discovery Chemistry
C4A: AI/Machine Learning for Early Drug Discovery – Part 1
C5A: Oral & Macrocyclic Peptides: Discovery to Development 
– Part 1 

C1B: Degraders & Molecular Glues – Part 2
C2B: Targeting Protein-Protein Interactions
C3B: DNA-Encoded Libraries
C4B: AI/Machine Learning for Early Drug Discovery – Part 2 
C5B: Oral & Macrocyclic Peptides: Discovery to Development 
– Part 2 

DINNER SHORT COURSES (IN-PERSON ONLY)

April 13
SC1: Protein Degraders: A Beyond Rule of Five Space and in vitro ADME Perspective 
SC2: Fragment-Based Drug Design: Advancing Tools and Technologies
SC3: Next-Gen AI Toolkit for Drug Discovery: From LLMs to Multi-Agent System
SC4: From Biophysics to Cellular Target Engagement: Tools for Small Molecule 
Ligand Identification & Analysis

April 15
SC5: Protein Degraders: An in vivo ADME and Safety Perspective
SC6: Chemical Biology for Covalent Drug Discovery, Phenotypic Screening, and Target Deconvolution
SC7: DNA-Encoded Libraries in Drug Discovery: Design, Screening, and Lead Development

SC1-SC4 - MONDAY, APRIL 13 6:00-8:30 PM SC5-SC7 - WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15 6:15-8:45 PM

PLENARY SESSIONS

Directed and Random Walks 
in Chemical Space
Brian K Shoichet, PhD
Professor & Chair, Pharmaceutical 
Chemistry, University of California 
San Francisco (UCSF)

SC1: Protein Degraders: A Beyond Rule of Five Space 
and in vitro ADME Perspective

Instructors:
John Erve, PhD, President, Jerve Scientific Consulting
Stefanus Steyn, PhD, Research Fellow, Pharmacokinetics Dynamics & 
Metabolism, Pfizer
This course focuses on proteolysis targeting chimeras (PROTACs) and will 
cover topics relevant to developing them as oral therapeutics. Topics to be 
covered in this first part of the course will include their physicochemical 
properties and how these influence solubility and permeability and assays 
to determine polarity. We will also examine ADME topics focusing on in vitro 
assays for characterization of PROTACs and glues.

SC2: Fragment-Based Drug Design: Advancing Tools 
and Technologies

Instructors:
Daniel A. Erlanson, PhD, Chief Innovation Officer, Frontier Medicines Corporation
Phillip Schwartz, PhD, Director, Biophysics, Septerna
This course aims to introduce the fundamentals of Fragment-Based Lead 
Discovery (FBLD) to attendees. The first section will focus on the concepts 
of using fragments for hit generation. Special emphasis will be placed on 
practical pitfalls and the many ways to advance fragments to leads and drugs. 
The second part of the course will discuss the variety of fragment screening 
methods and when they are best applied. The composition of fragment 
libraries will also be discussed in detail. The attendees should come away from 
this course with a solid understanding of what FBLD is and how to apply it.

SC3: Next-Gen AI Toolkit for Drug Discovery: From 
LLMs to Multi-Agent Systems

Instructors:
Parthiban Srinivasan, PhD, Professor and Director, Centre for AI in Medicine, 
Vinayaka Mission’s Research Foundation, India
Petrina Kamya, PhD, Global Head of AI Platforms & Vice President, Insilico 
Medicine; President, Insilico Medicine Canada
This short course provides an overview of the next generation of AI toolkits 
for drug discovery, with a focus on the transition from large language models 
(LLMs) to multi-agent systems. The session will introduce participants 
to recent advances in generative and agentic AI and explore how these 
innovations are reshaping the way researchers approach molecular design, 
synthesis planning, and knowledge integration. 
Through a structured presentation of concepts, frameworks, and curated 
resources, the course will highlight practical avenues by which scientists 
can apply AI in their own research. Attendees will be introduced to emerging 
approaches such as agentic workflows, evolving and multi-agent frameworks, 
and examples of AI-driven discovery pipelines that connect predictive models 
with generative design.

SC4: From Biophysics to Cellular Target Engagement: 
Tools for Small Molecule Ligand Identification & Analysis
Instructors:
Hans-Peter N. Biemann, PhD, Distinguished Scientist, Integrated Drug 
Discovery, Sanofi
Karanbir Pahil, PhD, Senior Principal Scientist, Affinity Selections & 
Biophysics, GlaxoSmithKline
Matthew T. Eddy, PhD, Assistant Professor, Chemistry, University of Florida, 
Gainesville
Elmar Nurmemmedov, PhD, MBA, Co-Founder & CEO, CellarisBio
This course covers biophysical and biochemical strategies for discovering 
small molecules that engage difficult-to-drug protein targets such as protein-
protein interactions (PPIs) and G protein-coupled receptors (GPCRs). You’ll 
hear introductions to various technologies, case studies of their applications, 
and insights on the challenges for which the particular approach is best suited.

SC5: Protein Degraders: An ADME and Safety 
Perspective

Instructors:
Stefanus Steyn, PhD, Research Fellow, Pharmacokinetics Dynamics & 
Metabolism, Pfizer
John Erve, PhD, President, Jerve Scientific Consulting
This course explores the ADME (absorption, distribution, metabolism, and 
excretion) properties and safety considerations of proteolysis targeting 
chimeras (PROTACs), focusing on issues important for their development as 
therapeutics. It will address the distinctive challenges PROTACs present in 
in vitro ADME assays, using human plasma protein binding as an example. 
Additionally, the course will examine the difficulties posed by in vitro 
assays involving enantiomer interconversion from chiral cereblon binders, 
particularly in relation to their pharmacokinetic behavior in vivo. The unique 
mechanism of action of PROTACs gives rise to some drug safety issues not 
seen in small molecules, which will be discussed. Finally, we will explore the 
possible relevance of circadian rhythm to protein degradation and PROTACs.

SC6: Chemical Biology for Covalent Drug Discovery, 
Phenotypic Screening, and Target Deconvolution

Instructors:
Paul Brennan, PhD, Professor, Nuffield Department of Medicine, University of 
Oxford
Jarrett Remsberg, PhD, Senior Scientist, Discovery Technologies, Belharra 
Therapeutics
Angelo Andres, Senior Scientist, Chemical Biology, AstraZeneca
This course is designed to provide an overview and best practices in the 
use of chemical biology probes and assays that have been developed for 
applications in early drug discovery. Next-generation chemoproteomic 
technologies such as proximity labeling proteomics (BioID, MicroMap, 
and MultiMap) and their application to drug discovery will also be 
discussed. Chemists and biologists working in lead generation, assay 
development, phenotypic screening, target discovery and deconvolution, 
target engagement and mechanism-of-action (MoA) studies will all benefit 
from attending this course. The instructors will share their knowledge and 
expertise around the use of various technologies and chemistries, and there 
will be time for open discussion and exchange of ideas.

SC7: DNA-Encoded Libraries in Drug Discovery: 
Design, Screening, and Lead Development

Instructors:
Svetlana Belyanskaya, PhD, Co-Founder, DEL Source; Former DEL Platform 
Manager; GSK; Vice President, Biology, Anagenex
Ghotas Evindar, PhD, Co-Founder & President, DEL Source; Former DEL 
Platform Senior Manager, GSK; and Head of Research at Exo Therapeutics 
and 1859
Ching-Hsuan Tsai, PhD, Executive Director, Structure Therapeutics
This course provides a comprehensive overview of DNA-Encoded Library 
(DEL) technology, including library design, synthesis workflows, selection 
methodologies, data analysis, and hit identification. Participants will learn 
best practices for constructing and curating DEL collections, along with 
effective strategies for screening, prioritizing, and advancing hits from 
DEL campaigns, including emerging DEL applications. The course will also 
cover interpretation of selection data and the use of AI/ML approaches to 
accelerate hit-to-lead progression and early-stage drug discovery.

https://www.drugdiscoverychemistry.com/
https://www.drugdiscoverychemistry.com/


4 | DrugDiscoveryChemistry.com

SPONSORSSPONSORSHIP & EXHIBIT OPPORTUNITIES
PREMIER SPONSOR

CORPORATE SPONSORS

      

        

       

CORPORATE SUPPORT SPONSORS

        

         

        

   

CHI offers comprehensive packages that can be customized to your budget and objectives. Sponsorship allows you to achieve your goals 
before, during, and long after the event. Packages may include presentations, exhibit space and branding, as well as the use of delegate lists. 
Signing on early will maximize your exposure to qualified decision-makers and drive traffic to your website in the coming months.

PODIUM PRESENTATIONS — AVAILABLE WITHIN 
MAIN AGENDA!
Showcase your solutions to a guaranteed, targeted audience through a 
15- or 30-minute presentation during a specific program, breakfast, lunch, 
or a pre-conference symposia. Package includes exhibit space, onsite 
branding, and access to cooperative marketing efforts by CHI. Lunches 
are delivered to attendees who are already seated in the main session 
room. Presentations will sell out quickly! Sign on early to secure your talk.

INVITATION-ONLY VIP DINNER/HOSPITALITY SUITE
Select specific delegates from the pre-registration list to attend 
a private function at an upscale restaurant or a reception at the 
hotel. From extending the invitations, to venue suggestions, CHI will 
deliver your prospects and help you make the most of this invaluable 
opportunity

ONE-TO-ONE MEETINGS
CHI will set up 6-8 in-person meetings during the conference, based 
on your selections from the advance registration list. Our staff will 
handle invites, confirmations and reminders, and walk the guest over 
to the meeting area. This package also includes a meeting space at 
the venue, complimentary main-conference registrations, branding, an 
8’x10’ exhibit space, and more.

EXHIBIT
Exhibitors will enjoy facilitated networking opportunities with 
qualified delegates, making it the perfect platform to launch a new 
product, collect feedback, and generate new leads. Exhibit space 
sells out quickly, so reserve yours today!

ADDITIONAL BRANDING AND PROMOTIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
ARE AVAILABLE, INCLUDING:
» Conference Tote Bags
» Literature Distribution (Tote Bag 

Insert or Chair Drop)
» Badge Lanyards

» Conference Materials 
Advertisement

» Padfolios and More…

For additional information, please contact:
Kristin Skahan
Senior Business Development Manager
617-429-9985 | kskahan@healthtech.com

2025 ATTENDEE DEMOGRAPHICS

AbbVie Inc, Sr Dir Target Enabling Technologies
Amazon.com, Principal Solutions Architect, 
Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning
American Cancer Society, Sr Dir Early Detection
Amgen Inc, Sr Scientist, ARC
Astellas Pharma Inc, Head, Platform 
Sciences & Modalities & Discovery Intel
Astex Pharmaceuticals Ltd, Assoc Dir 
Structural Biology
AstraZeneca, Sr Research Scientist, 
Chemical Biology & Proteomics
Bayer AG, VP & Lead, Reproductive Health
Boehringer Ingelheim Pharma GmbH & Co 
KG, Head, Lab Medicinal Chemistry
Bristol Myers Squibb Co, Sr Dir Drug 
Discovery, Oncology Chemistry
Broad Institute, Postdoctoral Fellow
Chugai Pharmaceutical Co Ltd, Scientist, 
Drug Discovery Chemistry
Daewoong Pharmaceutical Co, Researcher, 
Drug Discovery
Deciphera Pharmaceuticals Inc, Principal 
Investigator, Chemistry
Eli Lilly & Co, Dr Dir, EMD
Fujifilm Pharmaceuticals USA, Dir & Head, 
Marketing & Strategy
Gilead Sciences Inc, Principal Scientist II, 
Medicinal Chemistry
GSK, Dir Analytics
Humanwell Pharmaceutical US Inc, Sr 
Principal Scientist

Japan Tobacco Inc, Sr Dir, Chemical
Johnson & Johnson, Sr Dir & Site Head, 
Global Discovery Chemistry
MD Anderson Cancer Ctr, Research 
Scientist, Applied Cancer Science Institute
Merck & Co, Dir & Principal Scientist, 
Chemical Research
NIH, Research Fellow, PreClinical Innovation
Novartis Pharma AG, Sr Principal Scientist, 
Global Discovery Chemistry
Ono Pharmaceutical Co Ltd, Assoc Dir, Oncology
Otsuka Pharmaceutical Co Ltd, Dir 
Medicinal Chemistry, Drug Discovery
Pfizer Inc, Exec Dir & Head of External 
Research Solutions, Medicine Design
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals Inc, Exec Dir 
R&D Chemistry
Sanofi Grp, Distinguished Scientist & Scientific 
Dir, US Drug Discovery Structural Biology
SK Biopharmaceuticals, Scientist, Drug R&D
St Jude Childrens Research Hospital, Lead 
Researcher, Chemical Biology & Therapeutics
Takeda Pharmaceutical Co Ltd, Sr Scientist, 
Global Chemistry
Vertex Pharmaceuticals Inc, Research 
Scientist, Structural Biology & Biophysics
Waters Corp, Principal Scientist, 
Consumables & Lab Automation
Yuhan Corp, Sr Principal Scientist, Drug 
Discovery
VIEW MORE ATTENDEES!

■ Biotech	 59%
■ Pharma	 17%
■ Academic	 12%
■ Healthcare	 4%
■ CRO	 2%
■ Services	 2%
■ Financial	 1%
■ Government	 1% 
■ Societies	 1% 
■ Press	 1%

COMPANY 
TYPE

■ Scientist/ Technologist	26%
■ Executive	 21%
■ Director	 21%
■ Sales & Marketing	 15%
■ Manager	 7%
■ Professor	 7%
■ Assistant	 3%

DELEGATE 
TITLE

■ West Coast	 46%
■ East Coast	 40%
■ Midwest	 14%

■ USA	 73%
■ Europe	 13%
■ Asia	 13%
■ Rest of World	 1%

GEOGRAPHIC 
LOCATION

US 
BREAKDOWN

REACH THESE INDUSTRY-LEADING 
COMPANIES THROUGH SPONSORSHIP

Drug Discovery Chemistry 
Best of Show Awards

Recognizing Exceptional Innovation in Technologies 
Used By Medicinal Chemistry Professionals

The Best of Show Awards offer exhibitors of Drug Discovery 
Chemistry an exclusive opportunity to distinguish and highlight their 
products, ranging from an innovative application, technology, tool, or 
solution. The community is invited to identify exceptional innovation 
in technologies used by life science professionals, voting on the most 
impactful new products of the year.

Exhibitors are invited to enter your products via the online 
submission form below. Attendees are encouraged to explore the 
novel technologies and solutions firsthand in the exhibit hall and 
vote for the People’s Choice Award once the conference has begun. 
Please note, selection is not based upon level of sponsorship or 
exhibit participation.

AWARD
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